The two case reports of patients with copper de¢ciency in the September 2004 volume of the Annals are of interest. Haematological abnormalities are often a clue to copper de¢ciency and are invariably reversible. In contrast neurological involvement, noted in one report, is less commonly recognized and the potential severity needs to be emphasized.While confusion and memory loss may occur, a more serious neurological problem is myelopathy. The clinical picture bears striking similarities to the syndrome of subacute combined degeneration associated with vitamin B12 de¢ciency. The myelopathy may progress to an incomplete transversal syndrome with spastic paraparesis. 1 Once established, cord damage may be irreversible. In animal husbandry, copper de¢ciency-associated ataxic myelopathy has been recognized for many years and is termed swayback. 2 Copper de¢ciency as a cause of apparently idiopathic myelopathy needs to be recognized in clinical practice to minimize severe spinal cord damage.
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